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VMCA  v Ceskoslovensku. 

Asociatia  Crestina  a Tinerilor 

Christlicher  Verein  Junger  Manner 
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YOUNG  MEN’S  CHRISTIAN  ASSOCIATION 


\^7  Association  Work 


“Which  Thinketh  Thou  Was  Neighbor?” 


A certain  man  went  down  from  Jerusalem 
to  Jericho,  and  fell  among  thieves,  which 
stripped  him  of  his  raiment,  and  wounded 
him,  and  departed,  leaving  him  half  dead. 


And  by  chance  there  came  down  a certain 
priest  that  way:  and  when  he  saw  him,  he 
passed  by  on  the  other  side. 


And  likewise  a Levite,  when  he  was  at  the 
place,  came  and  looked  on  him,  and 
passed  on  the  other  side. 

But  a certain  Samaritan,  as  he  journeyed, 
came  where  he  was:  and  when  he  saw 
him,  he  had  compassion  on  him. 

And  went  to  him,  and  bound  up  his 
wounds,  pouring  in  oil  and  wine,  and  set 
him  on  his  own  beast,  and  brought  him  to 
an  inn,  and  took  care  of  him. 


And  on  the  morrow  when  he  departed,  he 
took  out  two  pence,  and  gave  them  to  the 
host,  and  said  unto  him,  Take  care  of  him; 
and  whatsoever  thou  spendest  more,  when 
I come  again,  I will  repay  thee. 

Which  now  of  these  three,  thinkest  thou, 
was  neighbour  unto  him  that  fell  among 
the  thieves? 

And  he  said.  He  that  shewed  mercy  on 
him.  Then  said  Jesus  unto  him.  Go,  and 
do  thou  likewise. 
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Serving  - - With  Dignity 


Nothing  is  so  dignifying  to  human  personality  as  that  service  which 
enables  people  to  help  themselves. 

"He  that  loseth  his  life  for  my  sake,  shall  find  it"  has  been  the  spirit  of 
the  World  Service  Program  of  the  YMCA  from  the  very  beginning. 

As  a result  ...  it  is  not  an  American  YMCA  in  these  foreign  countries, 
but  each  nation  having  its  own  YMCA,  providing  its  own  native  staff 
personnel  and  all  its  own  operating  expense. 

Only  a handful  of  American  secretaries  serve  as  advisers  to  more  than 
1,400  nationals  giving  secretarial  leadership  to  their  YMCA  in  these 
countries. 

American  and  Canadian  YMCA  support  to  World  Service  provides 
only  for  the  expenses  of  these  secretaries  from  North  America  and  cer- 
tain grants  of  money  for  training  nationals  for  YMCA  leadership.  (No 
investment  excels  investment  in  leadership.) 

The  real  secret  of  the  great  success  of  the  YMCA  World  Service  Pro- 
gram has  been  this  ability  to  lose  itself  in  the  life  of  the  nation  it  is 
serving,  to  place  the  leadership  in  the  hands  of  their  own  people  and  to 
seek  continually  that  its  service  be  directed  toward  helping  these 
people  help  themselves. 


One  outstanding  example  of 
the  YMCA  helping  people 
help  themselves  is  the  work 
of  Dr.  D.  Spencer  Hatch,  who, 
as  Director  of  the  Mexican 
YMCA  Rural  Center,  has 
taught  the  lowly  peons  to 
raise  many  kinds  of  crops 
and  fruit,  poultry  and  live- 


stock, build  cheerful  adobe 
cottages,  raise  bees,  weave, 
and  make  pottery. 

Lower  Left — Village  girls  with 
carrots,  a wonderful  new 
crop. 

Lower  Right — Wheat  and  bar- 
ley raised  without  water. 


Serving 


0 


0 0**0 


Here  are  typical  examples  of  YMCA  serv- 
ice with  children  around  the  world.  Ameri- 
can children  will  live  in  a world  with  these 
children  - — They  will  live  with  them  in 
fear  — or  in  fellowship. 
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Key  to  Cover  — The  Same  in  Any  Language  — 
1.  Turkish;  2.  Burmese;  3.  Czech;  4.  Roumanian; 
5.  German;  6.  Arabic;  7.  Serbian;  8.  Greek. 

Left — He  captains  a YMCA  basketball  team  in 
India,  composed  of  Hindus,  Moslems  and  Christians. 

Below — Boys  of  Peru  working  in  a Handicraft  Club  at 
the  Lima  YMCA. 


in  69  Countries 


Over  half  of  the  YMCA  national  move- 
ments were  started  by  nationals  without 
help  from  America.  Development  in  new 
countries  is  always  under  way.  Ven- 
ezuela is  the  latest  country  to  start  a 
YMCA  movement. 
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Right — These  Greek  boys  had  never  seen  a bat  or  a 
baseball  until  brought  into  their  lives  through  the 
YMCA  World  Service  Program. 

Below — Tough  underprivileged  Egyptian  boys  re- 
claimed by  YMCA  club  in  Cairo.  This  experiment 
was  so  successful  that  the  Ministry  of  Social  Services 
of  the  Egyptian  Government  has  taken  the  club  as  a 
model  for  a boy's  club  movement  promoted  by  the 
Ministry. 
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Serving 


Left  — Generalissimo  and 
Madame  Chiang  Kai-Shek 
treasure  their  certificate 
of  service  with  the  YMCA. 


The  World  Service  Program  of  the  YMCA  has  won 
the  respect,  confidence,  and  cooperation  of  the  leaders 
of  the  nations  of  the  world  . . . Instead  of  working  only 
with  unfortunates  and  untouchables,  the  World  Service 
Program  has  worked  also  with  the  present  and  future  leader- 
ship of  the  country  being  served. 

Scores  cf  men  who  have  been  trained  in  the  YMCA  or  who  have 
served  on  the  YMCA  Boards  and  Committees,  have  been  called  into 
prominent  leadership  with  their  governments,  educational  institutions, 
and  leading  business  concerns  . . . Confidence  in  the  YMCA  is  so  great 
that  governments  subsidize  special  YMCA  projects  in  some  countries  . . . 
American  YMCA  secretaries  are  often  called  in  by  government  departments 
for  counsel. 


Our  own  government  has  recently  requested  and  received  the  appointment  of 
American  secretaries  to  major  assignments  in  this  post-war  reconstruction  era. 


with  Distinction 
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The  YMCA  World  Service  Program  includes  not  only  the  mighty.  It  includes 
youth  in  all  lands. 

Camping  ...  no  longer  means  the  concentration  camp.  It  means  the  hills,  the 
fields,  the  mountains,  the  lakes.  It  means  food,  health,  strength,  growth,  fun, 
fellowship,  inspiration,  ideals. 

Play  ...  no  longer  terrorized  by  falling  bombs,  means  the  return  of  bats,  balls, 
gymnasiums,  apparatus,  instead  of  guns. 

Friendship  ...  no  longer  suspicious  of  spying  eyes  and  listening  ears,  means 
being  in  a club,  doing  things  together,  rebuilding  cooperation  and  faith. 


The  YMCA  World  Service  Program  serves  youth  . . . whether  students  in  the 
universities  . . . whether  off  the  street  boys  of  Cairo  or  Rangoon  . . . whether 
the  rural  youth  of  Martandam  . . . whether  the  village  lads  of  Chile  ...  or  the 
hungry  urchins  of  Greece. 


Serving  - - with 

In  the  World  Service  Program 


Regular  World  Service  Program  Year 
After  Year 

The  services  of  the  World  Serv- 
ice Program  are  especially 
needed  today  and  in  the  days 
ahead.  Coming  out  of  the  war 
with  a record  of  not  a single  sus- 
picion of  YMCA  leadership  hav- 
ing collaborated  with  the  en- 
emy or  even  responding  to  ap- 
peasement, they  have  carried 
on  with  a tremendous  recon- 
struction work.  A few  typical 
paragraphs  follow: 

Philippines  — Operating  from 
borrowed  rooms — or  under  a 
tent  (as  in  the  picture) — and 
nearly  barehanded,  the  YMCA 
is  winning  the  gratitude  of  the 
Philippines  by  its  vigorous  at- 
tack on  war  caused  juvenile  de- 
linguency  and  its  Junior  Citizen 
clubs. 

China  — Bombed  out  of  build- 
ings, the  YMCA  spread  to  many 
centers  feeding  hundreds  of 
thousands  on  the  trek  to  safety. 
New  YMCA's,  bom  of  the  war, 
are  springing  up  across  China. 
YMCA  membership  is  three 
times  the  number  at  the  out- 
break. 

Czechoslovakia  — - From  six 
years  of  Hell  with  property  con- 
fiscated, organization  dissolved, 
a number  of  staff,  board  and 
committeemen  in  concentration 
camps,  some  executed  . . . five 
of  the  thirteen  boys'  camps 
were  in  operation  within  a 
month  after  liberation. 
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These  brief  word  pictures  give  only  a 
hint  of  the  great  Christian  program  in 
action  through  the  World  Service  Pro- 
gram of  the  YMCA  whose  world-wide 
scope  operating  budget  for  1946  was 
S850.000. 


a Qreat  Heart 

In  the  World  Youth  Fund 


Special  Restoration  and  Advance 
Program  for  Two  Years 

Only  by  the  grace  of  God  and 
the  good  fortune  of  location, 
was  America  spared  the  spectre 
of  bomb-leveled  cities  ...  of 
rubble-strewn  streets  ...  of 
terror-stricken  eyes  ...  of  our 
youth  roaming  the  cities  and 
towns  pawing  through  garbage 
dumps  for  food,  lying  and 
cheating,  living  on  their  wits  if 
they  were  to  live  at  all. 

Yet,  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  are 
brothers  to  all  mankind  . . . and 
in  this  shrinking  world  all  youth 
will  live  together  or  destroy 
each  other. 

"Who  thinkest  thou  was  neigh- 
bor?'' is  a question  not  being 
addressed  by  Jesus  to  a young 
man  long  ago.  It  is  a question 
facing  each  of  us  today,  as  we 
see  our  neighbor  in  great  need. 
We  are  called  upon  to  give  an 
accounting  of  our  stewardship 
right  now. 

Because  of  the  urgency  of  this 
need,  the  YMCA  is  developing 
a short-term  (two-year)  ispecial 
fund  to  help  war-ravaged  YM 
CA  National  Movements  re- 
place destroyed  or  damaged 
properties,  to  carry  staff  and 
program  rehabilitation  needs 
during  this  reconstruction,  and 
to  help  set  the  national  move- 
ment on  sound  operational  poli- 
cies. This  fund  is  known  as  the 
World  Youth  Fund  for  Restora- 
tion and  Advance. 


The  amount  needed  over  this  two-year 
period  to  restore  83  YMCA  buildings 
destroyed  in  whole  or  part  in  this  global 
war  and  to  rehabilitate  606  trained  sec- 
retaries and  their  families  who  with  de- 
votion and  courage  are  rebuilding  faith 
in  humanity  and  Christ  is  68,650,000. 


Which  Methoc 


Copyright  Covenant  Book  Concern,  Chicago. 

You  cannot  be  neutral  in  this  struggle.  Indecision  or  inaction  is  a vote  for 
atomic  power. 

Atomic  power  laughs  at  the  petty  differences  and  ego  limitations  with  which  we 
surround  ourselves  ...  It  would  destroy  . . . regardless. 

Likewise  Christian  teaching  would  wash  away  differences,  but  through  neigh- 
borliness . . . through  brotherhood  ...  It  seeks  abundant  living  ...  for  all. 

Both  programs  have  a price.  Both  demand  decision.  Which  method  will  you 
choose?  On  which  side  will  you  serve? 


Will  You  Choose? 
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